bope of immortality, a moſt powerful 


motive to fervent chariy. 
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1 PETER . 22, 23, 24, 25. 


Seeing ye have purified your ſouls in 
_ obeying the truth through the Spirit, 
unto unfeigned love of the brethren ; 
ſee that ye love one another with a 
pure heart fervently, Being born 
again, not of corruptible ſeed, but 
of incorruptible, by the word of 

| God which Irveth and abideth for 
ever. For all fleſh is as graſs, and 
all the glory of man as the flower 
of graſs. The graſs withereth, and 
the flower thereof falleth away. But 
the word of the LORD endureth 
for ever, And this is the word, 
which by the goſpel is preached unto 
vou. 
F : T: addreſſing you from theſe words, I 


conſider myſelf, and hope you will con- 
=. fider me, only as a remembrancer, one 
who is to put you in mind of thoſe greattruths, 
upon which you have ſo often heard your 
as A 2 | late 


1 4 
late excellent Paſtor largely expatiate. Vou 
well know that he always judg d theſe truths 
to be of ſo much importance, as to require 
every poſſible degree of zeal and aſſiduity, 
in thoſe whoſe more peculiar buſineſs it is 
to recommend them. And I may juſtly 
add, that his ſenſe of their importance grew 
ſtronger and ſtronger till the very cloſe of 
life. 8 i by 
It was in the near proſpect of his ap- 

proaching removal, that he directed me to 
theſe words for the preſent occaſion. If 
therefore any regard be due to the laſt ſen- 
timents and advice of one of the beſt of 
men, we cannot poſſibly be too earneſt in 
our endeavours to impreſs our minds with a 
laſting ſenſe of the momentous truths which 
are here ſo ſtrongly preſented to our view. 
hut there is evidently ſo much weight 

and importance in the words themſelves, as 
to need no additional recommendation. The 
principal deſign of St. Peter, in the whole 
of this paſſage, was to engage us to culti- 
vate that univerſal charity, which our bleſſed 
Lord has declared to be one of the moſt 
diſtinguiſhing marks of his true diſciples. 
And it was in this view that our departed 
friend deſired, that we ſhould now conſider 
the words of the text. But it is manifeſt 
that they contain a variety of ſentiments, 
Which muſt naturally lead us to every con- 
fideration that can tend to eſtabliſh us in the 
4 mmm 
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love and practice of every other part of our 
duty. 
Let us, therefns. in this firſt place, take 
a brief view of the genuine import of each 
of the ſeveral parts of the text; and then, 
Secondly, let us conſider the united force 


© of the whole, as a moſt powerful perſuaſive 


to fervent charity, 


In the preceding part of the chapter, the 


apoſtle very emphatically deſcribes the fu- 
perlative -worth and importance of thoſe 


ſpiritual bleſſings and advantages, which we 
enjoy by the goſpel of Chriſt. From hence 


he takes occaſion at the 13th verſe, to re- 
mind the chriſtians to whom he was writ- 


ing, of the neceſſity of their endeavoring 


to walk ſuitably to the eminent advantages 
with which they were favor d, and that 
they ought to labor after chat habitual 


ſanctity both of heart and of manners, which 
may e be expected from perſons 


who are illuminated with the cleareſt views 


of divine- truth, and who profeſs to con- 


ſider themſelves as bearing a near relation 


unto the great and righteous father and ſo- 


vereign of the univerſe. This general ex- 
hortation to the diſcharge of their whole 
duty, is continued down to the end of the 
211t verſe. In the text, the ſocial duties 
are more particularly recommended and en- 
forced from the nature of the goſpel re- 
velation, it's preſent influences, and its fu- 


tyre 


— 


— r ——rhrnoe: gion — - * 
— . — — 2 = — 2 2 — — 
CY Q > I * — — 
— 


— — 


4 % 5 
— —— — —— . MC II Rt 


x 
: 
[ 
i 
f 
| 


1 6 J 
ture eternal conſequences. Seeing,” ſays 


the apoſtle, © ye have purified your fouls 
“ in obeying ihe truth through the ſpirit, 


_ 4. unto unfeigned love of the brethren ;_ 


ec ſee that ye love one another with a 
© pure heart, fervently.” He takes it for 


nd, that as they continued ſteadfaſt in 


the chriſtian profeſſion, at a time, when 
ſuch a profèſſion was almoſt univerſally at- 
tended with great worldly inconveniencies 
and dangers, their religious ſentiments muſt 
in ſome conſiderable degree, have wean'd 
them from the vanities of the preſent life, 
and muſt have eſtabliſh'd habitual diſpoſi- 
tions of purity and ſpiritual mindedneſs 
within them. Nor could he doubt, that 


they had already a real love to the brethren. 


But as charity is ſo capital an article in the 
chriſtian ſyſtem, he thinks it expedient to 
admoniſh them not to content themſelves 


with any weak and inferior degrees of af- 


fection to one another, but to uſe every 
means in their power to acquire the moſt 
exalted ſentiments of benevolence, and to 
render charity the predominant principle of 


their actions. And if the apoſtle thought 


ſuch an admonition to chriſtians neceſſary 
in an age, when charity was ſo much more 


prevalent among them than it is at preſent, 
it cannot now be improper to addreſs the 


| ame erhortation, even to thoſe who have 


made 


K. 


71 


made the greateſt proficiency in the Know- 
lege and practice of truę religion. k 
* Seeing then ye have purified your ſouls ;” 
are already happily free from the power of 
vice, and from that exceſſive love of the 
world which is inconſiſtent with the chriſt- 
ian frame and temper of ſpirit — Since ye 
have already attain'd to ſuch a ſtate of inward 
freedom and ſelf-command, and are well 
diſpoſed to every virtuous and rational purſuit 
e in,“ or by © obeying the truth through 
the Spirit,” that is, by your conforming to 
the precepts of chriſtianity, the only genuine 
and conſiſtent ſtandard of truth, which was 
at firſt publiſh'd with the concurrence of the 
Holy Spirit, and is at preſent farther im- 
preſſed upon the minds of all truly good and 
virtuous perſons, by thoſe influences of the 
Divine Spirit which are promiſed to all that 
ſeek them with a fincere deſire of improving 
them aright ; — Since ye have now attain'd 
to ſuch a genuine purity of heart; remem- 
ber that purity of heart muſt naturally lead 
* unto unfeigned love of the brethren.” | 
There is a ſtrict connection between all 
the ſeveral branches of virtue ; but eſpecially 
between purity of heart and charity ; as ge- 
nuine purity muſt not only prevent all occa- 
fions of ill-will towards any one of mankind 
in general, but muſt alſo diſpoſe us to 
cultivate a peculiarly ſtrong and ardent af- 
fection towards the brethren, that is, thoſe 
| =» who 


1 
who are united with us in the bonds of the 
chriſtian faith, and in whom we may rea- 
ſonably truſt that purity of heart and virtuous 
diſpoſitions are prevalent as well as in our- 
ſelves; let us therefore endeavor to perfect and 
complete the 'other inſtances of our obedi- 
ence to the great truths and precepts of the 
goſpel, by Toving one another with a Pare 
e heart fervently.” 5 

By loving one another © with a pure heart,” 
St. Peter might poſſibly mean no more than 
what he had before called © unfeigned love.” 
It is a direction of St. Paul's, that © love 
e ſhould be without diflimulation.” And 
the ſame ſentiment occurs in other parts of 
ſcripture. Chriſtian love is ſomething very 
different from the mere outſide ſhews, the 
appearances of kindneſs and good will, which 
the rules of common cvility have eftabliſh'd 
among mankind. True charity is deeply 
fxed in the heart, and will- lead us to be 
equally ſollicitous to promote the welfare of 
our - fellow-creatures, in thoſe inſtances in 
which none but ourſelves can be ſenſible of 
dur good intentions, as in thoſe caſes where 
our friendly actions muſt be conſpicuous to 
the whole word. Or, 2dly, by enjoining 
us to love one another with a pure heart, 
the ſacred writer might mean that we ſhould 
_ cultivate and exerciſe a d/interefted affection, 
and be ready to do all the ſervice that we 
can to one another, not from a defire of 


— 


having the like or greater favors returned 


to us, but from a pure, generous, and un- 
mixed regard to the happineſs of thoſe whom 


we ſerve and aſſiſt. Or laſtly, by this ex- 


preſſion. the apoſtle- might only intend to 
impreſs our minds with a ſtronger ſenſe of 
the neceſſity of our preſerving an habitual 
purity of heart, in order to our continuing 
{ſteadily in the duties which we owe to our 
fellow - creatures. He had previouſly conſi- 
dered purity as leading to charity. Now, 
therefore, he gives us to underſtand, that 


if we ſuffer ourſelves to fall into any kind 


of vice or worldly-mindedneſs, it muſt prove 
a great impediment to our progreſs in that 
which is the chief of all perfections, true 
and genuine charity. The man whoſe at- 
tention is engroſſed by his own concerns, 
can ſeldom have leiſure to ſtudy the wel- 
fare of others; and in conſequence of his 
failing to attend to their concerns, he may 
ſoon become abſolutely indifferent to their 
moſt important intereſts; and his ſelfiſn 
principles may at length gain ſuch an entire 
aſcendant over him, as wholly to pervert his 
judgment, and repreſent every thing that he 
might do for the fervice of others, as incon- 
ſiſtent with a due regard to his own welfare, 
If therefore we would cultivate true charity, 
we muſt endeavour to diſengage our affecti- 
ons from worldly advantages and worldly 
pleaſures, and muſt _ ſuch -a regard to 
F W 
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our duty, as to be able to prefer it to every 
conſideration of temporal intereſt. And if 
we have once acquired a juſt degree of in- 
difference to worldly advantages, what is 
there that can be imagined capable of leading 
us into any known breach of charity, or 
preventing us from diſplaying our good-will 
in the nobleſt and moſt excellent manner? 

But we are required to love one ano- 
ther © fervently,” as well as with a pure 


heart, that is, we muſt endeavour to raiſe 
our charity to as high a degree as 2 


We may indeed fall into an exceſſive at- 
tachment to ſome particular perſons; ma 

love them too much, if we ſuffer our af. 
tection to them, to prevent us from being 


uſeful. to others, who have an equal right 


to our friendſhip and aſſiſtance. But it is 
impoſſible that we ſhould have too ſtrong 
an affection to any of our fellow- creatures, 
if at the ſame time we preſerve a due af- 
fection to all others. A man cannot love 
himſelf too much, if at the ſame time he 
has a juſt regard to all his fellow-creatures. 
The only caſe in which a particular attach- 
ment can be criminal, is when it weakens 
our benevolence to any. other of our ſpecies. 
He, indeed, who loves any one of his fellow- 
creatures upon the true principles of chriſt- 
lanity, can fcarcely fail to _ the like 


affection towards all in general. But whilſt 
we remember that our charity muſt be uni- 
5 | verſal, 
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verſal, we muſt alſo be careful to render 
it as fervent as poſſible towards all. For 
if our love to any one be but ſmall, what 
can induce us to undergo any conſiderable 
difficulties in order to promote their hap- 
pineſs; or to give up any of our own pri- 
vate intereſts, when it may be abſolutely 
neceſſary to our acting a friendly and gene- 
rous part? Hence we ſee the propriety of 
our being required to /ove our neighbour 
as ourſeFves ; ſince, if our affection to our 
fellow-creatures does not bear ſome conſi- 
derable proportion to that which we have 
for ourſelves, we ſhall be too apt to ſuffer 
dur ſelf-love, to render us negligent of the 
moſt ſacred and eſſential duties of charity 
and beneficence. Our bleſſed Saviour in 
ſome of his laſt diſcourſes upon earth, has 
required us to carry our charity to ſuch a 
degree of perfection, as to love one ano- 
ther, even as he has loved us, which muſt 

certainly imply the higheſt poſſible degree 

of affection. And in fact, all the ſame na- 
tural reaſons, which oblige us to love one 
another in any degree, muſt equally oblige 
us to love one another fervently. Many 
flatter themſelves, that they fulfil the goſ- 
pel precepts of charity, merely becauſe they 
indulge no ill-will againſt any one, tho“, at 
the ſame time, there may be very few per- 
ſons whom they would be willing to aſſiſt 
in any way that ſhould be attended with 
1 e any 
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any kind of inconvenience. or trouble. But 
ſhould we not immediately condemn, as 
a mere hypocrite, - the man who , ſhould 


make great profeſſions of friendſhip, and yet, 
at the ſame time, give us to underſtand, 


7 


that we muſt not expect him to put him- 


ſelf to apy difficulties, in order to procure 


us any advantage? Can we then imagine, 
that we have a real love and charity to- 


wards thoſe, whoſe welfare we would not 


labour to promote, if any way in our power? 
It is true indeed, that no one perſon can 
be of ſervice to all his fellow-creatures. 
Nor is it incumbent upon any one to ſub- 


jet himſelf to great inconveniences and 


difficulties, in order. to procure a flight and 
inconſiderable advantage to another. But 
we may, in one way or other, be of ac- 


tual ſervice to many more of our fellow- 
creatures, than we may at firſt apprehend 


to be in our power. And we may cer- 
tainly cultivate ſuch a degree of benevolence 
towards all men, as would lead us to de- 
light in promoting their happineſs, if ever 
we ſhould have a ſuitable opportunity. And 
every one, who has ſuch a diſpoſition ha- 
bitually prevalent in his mind, may juſtly 
be ſaid to love his fellow- creatures fer- 
0 vently... - RE "1 
In the 23d verſe, a reaſon is ſubjoin'd, 
Which lays Chriſtians under the ſtricteſt obli- 
gation to cultivate ſuch a fervent love and 
. 0 charity, 
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quently taken notice of in the ſtrongeſt terms 


: 131 


charity, becauſe the « born again, not 
« of corruptible ſeed, bat of incorruptible, by 
« the word of God which liveth and abideth 
© for ever and ever. This expreſſion, be- 
ing born again,” is a very ſtrong, but at the 
fame time, a very juſt and natural metaphor. 
The goſpel with great propriety repreſents 
thoſe who are in an unconverted ſtate, as 
having alienated themſelves from God, and 
forfeited the benefits of their natural relation 
to him, through the manifold vices in which 
they habitually indulge themſelves. This 
mult be the caſe of vicious perſons in every 
age. But if we conſider the enormous crimes 
which prevailed among the heathens, there 
was a peculiar propriety in ſtiling them the 


children of diſobedience and of wrath. The 
goſpel was, however, through the infinite 


mercy of God, propoſed to all mankind as 


5 e means to recover them from the 


ue y ſtate into which they had plunged 
elves. All who received the goſpel, and 
go conformable to its juſt requirements, 


actually experienced as great a change in 


their prevailing diſpoſitions, as if they had ac- 


quired a new nature, and were encouraged 


to conſider themſelves as the children of 


God, and to expect a conſtant ſupply of all 
| needful bleſſings from him. And this be- 
ing a change of the higheſt poſſible import- 


ance, it is no wonder that it was ſo fre- 


by 


[ 14 } 


by the apoſtles and primitive chriſtians. It 
was eſpecially applicable to the point which 
St. Peter had in view in the text, For they 
who were. now become the children of God, 
could not but acknowledge themſelves to be 
under an obligation to lay. aſide all their for- 
mer vices, and eſpecially to avoid all kinds 
of malice, all inſtances of unfriendly con- 
duct and all unneceſſary diſputes, and to 


give full ſcope to the dictates of charity, and 


manifeſt an uninterrupted benevolence to- 
_ wards all with whom they had to do. And 


Trill farther, as in conſequence of their con- 


verſion, they conſider d themſelves as the 
heirs of a glorious immortality ; this was 
certainly a powerful preſervative againſt e- 
very thing that is inconſiſtent with true cha- 
rity. For what can be more evidently ab- 
ſurd, than that they who enjoy the hopes 
of eternal happineſs, ſhould ſuffer their af- 
fections to fix upon any thing in this tranſi- 
tory ſtate, to ſuch a degree, as to prevent 
their exerciſing of that charity which they 
know to be one of the beſt means of ſecuring 
their final felicity? 7 : 

It is no way neceſſary to our preſent pur- 

Me to enter into the various diſputes that 

ave been rais d about the nature of regene- 
ration. It is ſufficient to chſerve that the 


200 of God, that is, the truth made known 


to us in the goſpel, has ſuch a power and 
efficacy as to influence the whole conduct 


of 


Z 
* 
F 
1 „ 
x 
E 
8 
1 
2 
2 
9 
. 


SS OP Mae Rr i nos con 4uh 


2 Fad n 7 18 * 1 
3 EN 1 SHE To) 1 3 


7... FIR -Y as for n 
" . 


that we ſhall receive any 


U 
of all thoſe who duly attend to it; and muſt 
produce a total change of their temper 
as far as is really neceſſary, and eſtabliſh 
in their minds, every ſentiment and diſpo- 
ſition that is ſuitable to their rational na- 
ture, and to the circumſtances in which 


God has placed them. — But let us remem- 


ber, that here we have an infallible crite- 
rion of the true Chriſtian. If we are not 
really * born again of incorruptible ſeed 
*© by the word of God,” that is, if the goſ- 
pel has not had ſuch an influence upon 
us, as to recover us from the power of vice, 
and to diſpoſe us to the practice of every 
part of our duty; we have no juſt claim 


to the title and privileges of chriſtians ; nor 


can we have any foundation for hoping, 
| benefit by the 
goſpel, Either here or hereafter. | 
To ſtrengthen the 1 already of- 


fer d, as a motive to fervent charity, the 


| _ apoſtle, ver. 24, farther takes notice of the 


ſhortneſs of the preſent life, and the abſo- 


| Inte precariouſneſs and uncertainty of every 


+ 


thing that is confined to this world. Were 


; temporal objects ever ſo important in their 


own nature; were the preſent life much 


longer, and its enjoyments much more cer- 
tain and durable than they actually are; it 
. would however be greatly abſurd, for beings 


who have eternal n rs to place their 
happineſs in any thing upon earth, or ta 


ſuffer 


360 


fuffer themſelves to be greatly agitated on 


account of any temporal enjoyments or ad- 
vantages whatever. But when we conſider 


9 chat the faſhion F this world is 


- away ; that our own frame 
every! our lyable to the moſt ſudden dif. 
and that of all the various objects 
$a us, there is no one, of which we 
can be ſure that it will continue in the ſame 


ſtate for a ſingle day; how does this heighten 


the abſurdity of worldly mindedneſs, rr of 


2 ſelfiſh ſpirit! What folly can poſſibly be 


Jo great as that of neglecting or violating 


an part of our duty, in order to attain en- 
. of e an unſtable and periſhing 
wee At 6 fle m graſs, all th 

1 eſh is as and e glo 
of man as the flower of the graſs. The The 


% oraſs withereth, and the flower thereof 


© talleth away.” No images can too ſtrongly 
expreſs the uncertainty of human life. And 
the utmoſt extent of human life is ſo ſhort, 
as ſcarce to deſerve our wiſhes in any other . 


view, but as an introduction to a future and 


better ſtate. Can we then need an admoni- 
Jr on not to plan our ſchemes of life as if we | 


to continue, here for vert. 
The defire of life is for wiſe reaſons deep- 


ly implanted in our nature. The thoug] 4 
of death ſtrikes us with a ſudden and invo- 
: end horror. And we are ſometimes apt 


ty as a circumſtance 


that 
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that throws a diſgrace upon our - nature. 
But our mortality is, in fact, our glory, as 
it is the only entrance to immortality. We 
fall - to riſe again. We deſcend into the ſi- 
lent regions of the grave, only to appear 
again in a more exalted, a more honora- 
ble, and a happier ſtate of bein g, if we ſeek 
for ag by a patient continuance in 
well-doing. For the word of the Lord 


c endureth for ever; and this is his word, 


« which by the goſpel is preached unto 
© you.” And we may be abſolutely cer- 
tain, that the great promiſes of cternal feli- 
city, which God has made to the pious and 
virtuous, will not fail to be moſt fully ac- 
compliſh'd. He will for ever be both able 


and willing to confer every real good upon 


all his faithful ſervants. He will at once 
introduce them into a ſtate of eminent 
dignity and bliſs, and will give them a 


power of riſing perpetually to ſtill more and 


more exalted degrees of perfection. In this 


world, one race of men paſſeth away after 
another. Many generations of chriſtians have 
acted their part of duty in this ſtate of trial, 
and then have diſappear d. Many ſucceſſi- 
ons of faithful miniſters have ſtrenuouſly in- 


culcated the great truths of the goſpel, have 


warmly recommended to their fellow - chriſt- 
ians the noble purſuit of immortality; but 
have ſoon receiv'd a diſmiſſion from their 
important work. But though they are no 

C . lon ger 
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longer viſible to us on this ſide the grave, 
they are with God for ever. And his power 


and his trüth will never fail. The goſpel 
is ſtill in full force, and its happy effects 


will be enjoy d by the righteous unto all 
eternity. And the more abundantly that 
we exert ourſelves in the work of the Lord; 
eſpecially in proportion to the zeal and ardor 


with which we imitate the example of our 


heavenly Father, and of our bleſſed Savior, 
in doing good to all around us, the more 
tranſcendent and exalted will be our happi- 
neſs, and our rank of dignity in the future 
Itate. LE 3 WE 
It is evident that the conſiderations ſug- 
geſted in the latter part of the text, may 
with equal propriety be apply'd to every 


part of our duty. The importance of the 


promiſes communicated to us by the goſpel, 
ought to fill our ſouls with ſuch a lively 


gratitude to God, as muſt diſpoſe us to be- 


come conformable to the whole of his will. 
The ſerious review of our preſent ſtate, and 
of that which is prepared for us hereafter, 
ought to incline us to every poſſible ex- 
preſſion of genuine piety and devotion. And 


the ſhortneſs and uncertainty of our preſent 
life, ſhould excite us to labor to ſecure 


"our eternal falvation, by doing immediately 
Whatever our hands find to do” in the 


way of our duty; forafmuch as in the 


te grave there is no work nor device, that 


y 
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js, after our removal out of this life, there 
will be no farther means of preparing our- 
ſelves for final happineſs, if we leave this 
world in a vicious ſtate of mind. And 
which of us, who are now afſembled toge- 
ther in the houſe of God; which of us, 
whether old or young, whether weak and 


infirm, or healthy, ſtrong, and vigorous, can 


earthly life will be continued fo Jong as to 
permit him to join again in the ſolemn ex- 
erciſes of public and ſocial religion? 

But I chooſe. to confine myſelf to that 


have any juſt ground of nv Jong his 


particular view, with which the words of 


the text ſeem to haye been originally written, 
and with which they were particularly re- 
commended to our conſideration at this time; 


and ſhall therefore now procede, - 


II. To reprefent till farther, the united 
force of the whole text, as a moſt apt and 
Dowerful perſuaſive to the exerciſe of the 
moft fervent love and charity, 

All mankind are proper objects of our 


love and affection, as they are beings capa» 
ble of rational and virtuous happineſs ; ca- 


pable of conſiderable degrees of happineſs. 
at preſent, and of infinitely greater here- 


after. And is it not a moſt ſacred dictate of 
| reaſon, that we ſhould wiſh well to all that 


are really capable of happineſs, and as far 
as lies in our power, contribute tq their moſt. 


important intereſts ? 


[20] 


Is it not likewiſe moſt evidently the will of 
God, that we ſhould love one another? 


And has not he ajuſt right to require our 
_ obedience in this, as well as in every 2 
| reſpect ? He has made this one of the grea 


terms of our final acceptance with Him; ; 
and he has ſtrongly inclined us to the exer- 


ciſe of benevolence and charity, by the very 


conſtitution of our nature. For what was 
man made, but for the devout love and hum- 
ble veneration of his adorable creator, and 
for the exerciſe of an ardent love towards 
his fellow-creaturgs ? How repugnant to the 
original principles of our minds 1s the indul- 


gence of an unfriendly and malign diſpoſi- 


tion, or the want of a due affection toward 


_ thoſe with whom we are connected in life ! 


Do we not e cenſure thoſe who ex- 
"cha any 5 0 averſion, or even but a 


eln 


45 — chat we have a anche to 


r kind and friendly treatment from 


8b. How great therefore muſt be our 
guilt, if we 3-3 our hearts to be harden'd 
apainſt any of our fellow-creatures, or fail 
to yield them any acts of friendſhip that our 


circumſtances will permit! And who does 


not perceive, that the chief and moſt aggra- 


vated of thoſe evils, which are now preva- 
lent in the world, take their riſe from a 
want of due affection between man and 


man? 3 But 
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But farther, are not all mankind cloſely 
Connected with, and related, to one another ? 
' Are they not all our brethren? ' Are 
they not all of the ſame make with our- 
ſelves, endow'd with the ſame powers and 
faculties, and deſign'd for the ſame glorious 
future immortal bleſſedneſs? Are they not 
all of them at preſent in a ſtate of probation, 
in order to their being finally exalted to that 
ſtate of perfect bliſs, for which we ourſelves 
are candidates? How unnatural therefore 
muſt it be to have no love towards any one 
of our brethren ; to be in a ſtate of diſaffec- 
tion towards any of thoſe who. bear ſo ſtrong 
a reſemblance to us, and who may finally 
be found among the faithful ſervants and 
favorites of God, and receive an abundant 
admiſſion into his heavenly kingdom ? For, 
as they are all of them our brethren, ſo they 
are likewiſe all of them the children of God 
our. Father ; and they, as well as we, have 
his image enſtamp'd upon them. 
There is no man, whoſe nature is ſo totally 
changed, as not to retain ſome impreſſions of 
the divine image. Can we then be deſtitute. 
of tender affection and good-will toward any. 
of the children of our great and gracious, 
Father? Too many of them have indeed 
ſadly. debaſed themſelves, have given them- 
ſelves up to vile paſſions and inordinate luſts, 
have rebell d againſt their God and F * 


| | Ex a | 
and haverender'd themſelves obnoxious to his | 
_ juſt diſpleaſure. But can this be a ſufficient 
reaſon for our diſcarding all affection to 
them ? Is there any one of us fo free from 
imperfections, that we may ſafely preſume 
to expreſs an averſion to others on account 
of their crimes? Or is there any one of 
mankind ſo entirely loſt to every principle 
of reaſon, as to have nothing that is good and 
amiable left in him? At leaſt, is there any : 
one of mankind that may not, before the |: 
_ cloſe of life, recover himſelf from his vices, 
however low he may be funk at preſent? Is 
there any one who may not rife from ſuch 
a deplorable ſtate, become virtuous and 
holy, regain the favor of God, and arrive at 
life and happineſs eternal? Be their crimes 
ever ſo enormous; are not ſuch unhappy, 
forlorn, and almoſt hopeleſs criminals, the 
proper. obj ets of our pity, rather than of 
our averſion? Or can we conſider the poſſi- 
bility which there is of our own falling into 
the like dreadful condition, and yet conti- 
nue unmoved, unaffected, and deſtitute of 
concern on their account? Can we reflect 
on the unhappineſs they muſt labor under 
in this life, and the tremendous miſery, 
which will be their future portion, if they 
prove incorrigible : can we reflect on this, 
and not wiſh them a happy deliverance ? 
And fince it is evident, that ſo long as they 
re continued in this life, God has not given 
them 
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them up as abſolutely irreclaimable, how 
can we throw aſide all regards to them ? 

It ſeems indeed probable, that St. Peter, 
by his direction in the text, to © love one 
{© another,” intended principally to recom- 

mend the exerciſe. of love and charity to- 
ward our fellow-chriſtians, thoſe of the 
houſhold of faith, whoſe adherence to the 
truths of religion, ought to be conſidered 
as a preſumptive proof, that they are per- 
ſons of real integrity and goodneſs, if we 
have no clear and manifeſt evidence to the 
nene . 

But though it is undoubtedly our duty 
to cultivate a peculiar affection and regard 
to perions of the moſt worthy characters, 
and eſpecially to the faithful diſciples of 
Chriſt; the true principles of the goſpel will 
certainly lead us to cultivate a generous af= 

fection towards all mankind, without ex- 
ception. God has manifeſted his good-will 
even toward the chief of ſinners z and Chriſt 
came into the world, in order to reclaim 
the moſt vicious, and to give them a power 
of working out their ſalvation. And in the | 
chapter immediately following that in which 
the text is contain'd, we are directed to 
e honor all men.” Now if we are required 
to honor all men, becauſe there is ſome- 
. thing in the human nature which demands- 
our reſpect; we muſt certainly be under an 
equal obligation to with well, and to be 
1 8 | ready 
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ready to ds good to all men, becauſe the 
natural 2 between them and us juſtly 
leads them to expect, that we ſhould treat 
them with kindneſs and humanity. We 
ought therefore, in conſidering the great du- 
ties of charity to take notice of thoſe regards 
which we owe to mankind in red as 
well as of thoſe more particular regards 
which are due to men of eminent and ſhin- 
ing integrity and virtue. 

Let us therefore obſerve farther, that as 
all mankind are the children of God, they 
are likewiſe all of them the objects of his 
care, and the partakers of his bounties. He 
now guards them by his good providence. 
He ſupplies their wants, ' and furniſhes them 
with every thing really expedient for them. 
He earneſtly deſires their final happineſs; 
and does every thing that can be done to 
enable them to ſeek and obtain it. If — 4 
it is an eſſential and moſt indiſpenſable pa 
of true gratitude, that we fhould — 
to do every thing that is well-pleaſing to a 
benefactor; can we be ſo ungrateful to that 
bei ng, to whom we are endebted for every 
mercy we ever enjoy d; can we be ſo un- 

rateful to him, as to have no regard to 
thoſe whoſe welfare he ſo evidently deſires, 
no concern on their account if they prove 
| perverſe, and no readineſs to endeavor to 
. reclaim them, if in our power, nor any 

ſatsfaction and joy in the happineſs of thoſe; 


who 


Aa 


_ who a wiſer part, and by habitual righte · 


ouſneſs ſecure to themſelves the beſt and moſt 


important bleſſings? 


But ſtill more eſpecially ; has not the in- 


finite wiſdom and grace of God laid a plan 
for the redemption of all mankind by the 
goſpel? And did not Jeſus Chriſt, die for 
them all? And does not this powerfully plead 


with us to open and expand our affections. 


towards them all, and to cheriſh a ſincere 
good-w1ll towards every one of them in par- 
ticular ? Can we contemplate our Lord, our 


Savior, the ever bleſſed Son of God, the bene- 
volent, the friendly, the compaſſionate Jeſus ; 


can we contemplate this gracious lover of all 
ſouls, to whom we are under ſuch unſpeak- 
able obligations; can we contemplate him 
as laying down his life, and expiring in 


agonies for the ſake of every one of man- 


kind, as well as for ourſelves, and can we ne- 


vertheleſs continue deſtitute of affection to- 


wards any of thoſe, for whom he has done 
and ſuffer d fo much? How obdurate, how 
invincibly obdurate muſt that heart be, which 
is not influenced by ſuch a conſideration as 
this, to cheriſh a fervent good-will toward 
every one of the human race Wy 


Laſtly, are we acquainted with any who, 
are not only by nature our brethren and 


the children of God, and who are not only. 
in name and profeſſion our fellow-chriſti- 
ans, but have likewiſe made a diligent im- 
provement of the great adyantages and pri- 


fas 
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vileges which they enjoy by the geſpek, 
have by their faithfulneſs in the religious 
courſe, attain d to conſiderable degrees of the 
divine reſemblance, and by the goodneſs and 
uſefulneſs of their lives, have ſhewn that they 
are indeed born again by the word of God, 
and may therefore juſtly be conſider d as 
the heirs of the moſt conſummate glory in the 
future world? Are we, I fay, acquainted 
with any ſuch perſons, and can we with- 
hold our affection from them? If our own 
hearts are become truly pure, and if we 
can conſider ourſelves as being born again; 
muſt we not be diſpoſed eagerly to em- 
brace every opportunity of expreſſing our 
eſteem for, and our benevolence towards, 
perſons of ſuch a character? Eſpecially, if 
we have reaſon to apprehend, that they 
have any way ſufter'd 2 righteouſneſs ſake, 
which is certainly the caſe of many chri- 
ſhans? And muſt not our conviction of the 
general integrity of their hearts lead us to. 
put a good conſtruction upon any of their 
actions, that may appear of a more dubi- 
ous nature, and diſpoſe us to manifeſt a 
cordial love towards them, even tho' they 
ſhould differ from us in religious ſentiments, 
or tho! they ſhould be ever fo ſtrongly at- 
tach'd to any particular notions or practices, 
which we ourſelves cannot approve ? 

Having thus taken a view of our mu- 
tual obligations to love one another, let us 


1 271 


now briefly conſider, in what way we muſt 


manifeſt our chriſtian chart y and brotherly 


affection. 
And here it is evident, that. we ought 


upon all occaſions to manifeſt a due eſteem 
and reſpect towards thoſe whom we per- 


ceive to be really worthy of our eſteem, 
to judge favorably of every one, to palli- 
ate and excuſe their faults, as far as is 
conſiſtent with truth, and to expreſs a ſuit» 


able approbation of their conduct, when- 


ever they do any thing that is really com- 


mendable and praiſe- worthy. But that kind 
of love, which is of the higheſt importance 
to mankind, as ſocial beings, and which, 


therefore, the chriſtian religion inculcates in 


the ſtrongeſt manner, is ſuch a benevolence 
and affection, as will diſpoſe us habitually 


to ſtudy their welfare. And as God is the 


great ſource and fountain of happineſs unto 


all his creatures ; the true, the rational and 


| Chriſtian love, muſt lead us to make it the 
matter of our moſt ardent ſupplications un- 


to God, that he would be pleas'd to grant 
them every bleſſing that may be really ex- 


| pedient for them. We muſt likewiſe en- 


deavor, if poſſible, to procure each of 
them kind treatment from all their fellow- 


creatures. But however others may treat 


them, we muſt not fail to do them all the 


endea- 


ſervice that we can. Eſpecially, we muſt 


= 
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endeavor to lead them to a juſt ſenſe of 
religion, and to perſuade them to the prac- 


tice of every part of their duty, that ſo we 


may contribute to their future everlaſting 
felicity, as well as to their preſent comfort 
and ſatisfaction. And laſtly, we muſt not 


only ſtudy to do them the beſt and moſt 


important ſervices, but likewiſe to ſerve 
them in the kindeſt and moſt obliging man- 
ner; behaving ourſelves with humility and 
gentleneſs, with affability and courteouſneſs 
toward them ; bearing with their frailties 
and infirmities; ſympathizing with them 
When in diſtreſs, and rejoicing in their proſ- 
perity, and ſtudying to prepare ourſelves 


aright for the moſt ſucceſsful diſcharge of 


all the ſeveral offices of true friendſhip and 
ſincere affection, whenever they may ſtand 
in need of conſolation, or of admonition, 
or of advice of any kind. _ 
From what has now been ſaid, we may 


obſerve the beneficial influence of the goſpel 


with reſpect to the affairs of human ſociety, 
and conſequently how worthy the chriſtian 
religion is of public encouragement. Atl 
. wiſe nations have encouraged the belief of a 
future ſtate. But the firm expectation and 
hope-of a fature glorious immortality upon 
ſuch terms as are laid down in the goſpel, 
if it duly prevail'd in any one nation, muſt 


render it almoſt impcfible that any uneaſi- 
| 25 neſs 


— . 0 


r — N Y 8 « 
ak * I BE IO RL N * 3 # 
wa 


„ 

neſs or diſturbance ſhould ariſe in ſuch a 
Jae... - | 

Let me juſt add, that the true principles 
of chriſtian charity are ſufficient to influence 
perſons of every various diſpoſition, and even 
thoſe who are naturally leaſt ſuſceptible of 
the impreſſions of generoſity and humanity, 
Some men ſeem to have a natural aſperity 
; and moroſeneſs of temper. But if ſuch per- 
: ſons pay a due attention to the great truths 
| of the goſpel, they will ſoon be enabled to 
 ,command themſelves, to check every irre- 
: gular emotion, to triumph over every per- 
| verſe propenſity, and to acquire that real 
: goodneſs of heart and thoſe friendly diſpoſi- 
tions, which muſt appear peculiarly amiable 

' and praiſe-worthy, when they are the reſult 
of ſuch a virtuous labor and application. 
And let any perſon have ever fo much na- 

; tural goodneſs of temper, it is certain that 
the chriſtian religion will enable him to 
attain to ſtill farther meaſures of every truly 
amiable and engaging diſpoſition, and will 
at the ſame time effectually preſerve him 
from every weak, inconſiderate, and partial 
attachment, and render all the expreſſions 
of his benevolence noble, manly, and ra- 

tional. 8 | 

What a lively pleaſure does it yield us, 
when we have an opportunity of ſurveying 
the conduct of one who is ſteadily actuated 
. | by 


1 30 ] 
by a chriſtian benevolence and charity] And 


. how great is the ſatisfaction of ee g 
that when ſuch a N is removed from 
ife, 


the ſtage of preſent he goes to a world 
where the moſt unbounded affection, friend- 
Mip, love, and joy, are univerſally and un- 
interruptedly prevalent! 5 
Tou will P oubtlefs anticipate me in 
: applying theſe obſervations to your late 

aſtor, the truly reverend and amiable Mr. 
FOSEPH BURROUGHS, whoſe removal, 
tho fo long expected, cannot fail to excite 
A tender emotion in the hearts of all that 
knew him. 

It was his defire dit 1 ſhould ſay but 
little upon this occaſion, concerning his per- 
ſonal character and conduct. But I could 
not undertake the ſervice of this day, with⸗ 


dut claiming a liberty to make mention of | 


ſome of his virtues. - 

You will join me in bearing witneſs, that 
the general courſe of his life was fo regularly 
and uniformly virtuous, as to render him a 
real honor to his profeſſion. | 

The integrity and purity of his heart were 


; Eonſpicuous. in every part of his life. He 


manifeſted a moſt habitual regard to the 
great objects of a future world. He was 
nelly defirous of doing good to all men 

He was very zealous for the honor of God, 


4 und of the lefſed Redeemer. And he was 


unwearied. 


— 
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unwearied in his endeavors to recommend: 
and enforce the doctrines and precepts of 
rational and genuine religion. 

He was born * of very reputable parents 
in this city, whoſe induſtry and piety were 
bleſſed with conſiderable affluence. He had 

a very liberal education, firſt at a private 
academy near London, I and afterwards at 
one of the moſt eminent univerſities abroad, 

where he made ſuch a progreſs in many. 
| pgs branches of knowlege, as entitled 

im to great diſtinction in the literary world. 
But he principally apply d himſelf to ſuch 
ſtudies as. had a real connection with the 
miniſterial profeſſion. 
It was an early proof of the gvodneſi of 
his heart, that he choke to devote himſelf ta 
the work of the miniſtry, as his circumſtan- 
| Ces were ſuch as put it in his power to have 
fix d upon ſome leſs laborious and more Jus 
crative employment. | 
After a few years occafional preaching, he 
was invited by this church, in the year 1713, 
to the Copaſtorſhip with their then miniſter, 
the Rev. Mr. Richard Alen. He thought 
proper to decline that offer. But he continu- | 
ed to officiate in the congregation ; and upon 
the * of ahn gentleman he was choſe | 


ae” ta 
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to ſuccede him, and was ordain'd on the 
firſt of May, 1717 ; 8 ſince which time you 
know that he has ſerv'd you with the great- 
eſt fidelity, affection, and 'zeal. T's 
He delighted in his work: and he diſ- 
charged it in ſuch a manner as might be ex- 
pected from one who made it his chief 
leaſure. He was very careful to inform 
birafelf of the true ſenſe of the ſacred ſcrip- 
tures; and he explain'd them in his public 
miniſtrations with the greateſt accuracy ; for, 
he juſtly thought that every thing was of 
real importance that tended to illuſtrate any 
rt of the divine oracles. He was a fteady 
friend to liberty and free enquiry. His zeal 
was not ſpent upon ſpeculative notions, but 
upon ſuch points as muſt be the moſt effica- 
cious to rectify the hearts and lives of man- 
kind. The practical duties of piety, charity, 
and inward purity, were his favorite ſub- 
jects.— And as he preach'd, fo he lived. 
His converſation was always ſerious and 
iaſtructive, ſuch as became a chriſtian, yet 
at the ſame time agreeable and pleaſing. 
He had the happy art of rendering religion 
amiable. And he knew how to ſuggeſt 
important hints, and to improve the moſt 
common occurrences in life, in fuch a man- 
| ner 
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ner as might make the beſt impreſſions upon 
thoſe who had the advantage of bein g fre- 
quently 1 in his company. 
He was a zealous adyocate for the im+ 
rtance of the chriſtian revelation, which 
e juſtly eſteem'd as the higheſt bleſſing 
that the providence of God has ever confer d 
. _—_ the human race. | 
He thought it incumbent upon Chriſt- 
ians to do al in their power to maintain 
the purity of the goſpel inſtitutions. As 
no particular terms of church-communion 
are preſcribed in the New Teſtament, he 
concluded that every church muſt be at 
liberty to fix thoſe terms, which it may 
judge to be moſt conducive to the main 
end and deſign of the goſpel, provided that 
it does' not attempt to impoſe them upon 
others. He apprehended it expedient that 
the churches of baptized believers ſhould 
not admit to their communion, any but 
thoſe who have regularly devoted them- 
ſelves to Chriſt, in holy baptiſm, at years 
of maturity. But it was apparent from his 
whole conduct, that this did not ariſe from 
any narrow and contracted notions, or party- 
attachments; for he always ſhew'd an 
equal. regard for- all ſincere chriſtians, of 
Whine denomination, or ſet. And tho 
they could not all communicate at one ta- 


= * yet he conſider d them all as being 
— | * 


1 
equally — . of one and the ſane 
body, of which Jeſus Chriſt is the 8 
head. 


Whenever "Sy was called to baptize any 
perſon, it gave him real pleaſure, even tho 
they did not propoſe to join themſelves 
to his particular ſociety. He had many a- 
 —— occaſions of this nature; but one 

particular, which gave him peculiar ſa- 
Udon, and ſhew'd the greatneſs of his 
zeal. A French Roman Catholic and his 
wife, being convinced of the errors of 
Popery, made their eſcape with much dif- 
ficulty, and arriving upon the Engliſh coaſt, 
join'd themſelves to a church of French Pro- 
teſtant Refugees. Upon farther enquiries, 
they ſoon received convictions of the true 
nature of baptiſm. But they could not 
ſubmit to the ordinance, as they were 
wholly unacquainted with the Englith lan- 
"guage, and there was no baptiſt miniſter | 
in that part of the country, who could 
perform the ſervice in the French tongue. 
Mr. Burroughs being apply'd to upon this 
occaſion, readily undertook two conſidera- 
ble journies, at his own expence. During 
a ſtay of two or three weeks in their neigh- 
bourhood, he did not fail to take. ſome 

a opportunity for religious converſation with 


them every day. And at his ſecond vilit, 
7 he 


7, 
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he compoſed a diſcourſe ſuitable to the occa- 
fion in French, and adminiſtered the ordi- 
nance much to the ſatisfaction of theſe wor- 
thy people. Some circumſtances made it 
neceſſary to tranſact this affair in a very pri- 
vate manner, which prevented it from being 


generally known. One of theſe perſons is 
ill ſurviving ; and four of their children are 
now members of an Engliſh baptiſt church. 
He was a very ſtrenuous promoter of 
every ſcheme that tended to advance the 
common intereſts of religion, as well as 
of thoſe which were particularly calculated 
for the benefit of the baptiſt ſocieties. The 
A * 1 
baptiſt churches in general are under con- 
| Aiderable obligations to him. And how 
great is the number of thoſe perſons, who 7 [ 
muſt mention with gratitude the important | 


ſervices they have received from him in 
their private and perſonal concerns! For he 
was continually ſeeking opportunities of be- 
ing uſeful to as many as poſſible. 8 


1 


The writings which he has publiſhed, 
cannot ceaſe to be eſteemed by the judicious, 

_ His controverſial pieces relative to the ſub- 

jects and mode of baptiſm are allowed by 

the impartial to be full of weighty argument. 

His two pieces againſt Popery ought Iixewiſo 

to be regarded as highly uſeful. And his. 

e e volume 


| 
| 
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volume of printed ſermons * are ſuch as 
muſt approve themſelves to almoſt every 
reader of whatever ſentiments and Perſua- 
non. 
For many years he had been afflicted 
with various bodily indiſpoſitions. Yet he 
perſevered in his beloved work of the mi- 
niſtry, till his ſtrength entirely forſook him. 
And nothing could be a greater concern to 
him, than that he found himſelf incapable 
of continuing to publich the glad tidings of 
the goſpel. 

In the cloſe of life, bis ne was very 
exemplary, He charged himſelf with many 
_ He referr'd Himſelf entirely to the 

cy of God, and only prayed. that God 
would enable him to well. His de- 
votion was very fervent. Whilſt he was in 


great pain, he many times repeated with 


peculiar emphaſis thoſe words of the pſalmiſt, 
J will love thee, O Lord, my ſtrength !"+ 
adding ſome ſhort remarks upon the vanity 
and — of man, and upon the ex- 

periences which he had had of the goodneſs 
of God. At laſt, being worn out with in- 


| flrmities 
P At the” 39 of this 1 is a latin diſcoutſe, 
18 1734, to the diſſenting miniſters, at their an- 
Fual meeting at Dr. Williams's library. Befides this 
volume, he publiſh'd many valuable inge ſermons, on 
particular occaſions. And he was alſo the editor of a 
a volume of excellent ſermons, eight in number, by his 
brother the Rev. Mr. James Burroughs, who died 
young, and never compoſed any more than thoſe gh 
diſcourſes. - | 
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firmities, after ſome hard ſtruggles, he ex- 
pired in a manner uncommonly gentle and 


eaſy ; and is now, we may juſtly truſt, , 
enter d into that everlaſting reſt, which is 
prepared for the children and faithful ſer- 


vants of Gag {tt 95, OE 6G 
_-,T doubt not, that you of this congre- 
gation, wilt long remember this excellent 
man, with much reſpect and honor: May 
the good impreſſions of his public in- 
ſtructions, and of his perſonal piety and vir- 
tue be ever viſible among you! Eſpeci- 
ally, let me entreat you to remember the 
important exhortation, to continue in bro- 
therly love. And give me leave to congra- 
tulate you, that though your juſtly beloved 
Paſtor, who has ſo long labor'd among you, 
is now gone unto the great Shepherd and 


Biſhop of Souls, you are already happily 


provided with one who will ſerve you with 


zeal, and will delight in contributing to 


your ſpiritual improvement and edification. 
Let me entreat thoſe, who are more near- 
ly related to our deceaſed friend, to re- 


collect the obligation they are under to 


providence, for continuing to them ſo long 
the example of his piety and integrity. 
And let us every one ſeriouſly conſider, 
how we may beſt improve the remain- 
ing portion of our time on earth, Let 


us labor to diſengage ourſelves from every 
* wing 
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